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What do we mean by “the large-scale
structure” of the Universe?

What is a "massive redshift survey“?
What is galaxy biasing?

What can we learn from studying the spatial
galaxy distribution?
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Courtesy of the HUDF team
o

The deepest image of the
universe in the optical
waveband

It contains ~ 10* galaxies
in a solid angle
corresponding to 1/50 of
the Moon

The whole sky corresponds
to 12.7 million times more
solid angle

Galaxies are the
fundamental building blocks s

of the distribution of
luminous matter
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How are galaxies distributed on the sky?
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The Lick galaxy survey

The Lick survey conducted at the Shane & Wirtanen 1967
Lick observatory in Santa Cruz
during the 1950s recorded the
position of 10® galaxies in 10
years.

It provided the first evidence
that galaxies are not distributed

at random on the sky
(Totsuji & Kihara 1969, Peebles & Hauser 1974,
Groth & Peebles 1977)

Projected filamentary structure is
evident but what is the
corresponding 3D distribution?
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Adding the third dimension

Lab. Frame

Cosmic frame

Copyright © Addison Wesley
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Cosmological redshift: the wavelength of EM signals is stretched by the cosmic
expansion.

Spectra are shifted in frequency fowards the red by a factor
1+z = (present-day size of the universe)/(size at photon emission)=a(t,)/a(t,,,)

1+Z=)\’0bs/)\‘em
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Adding the third dimension - II

e Knowing the cosmic expansion history,
a(t), would allow us to convert the ratio
of scale factors into a look-back time:

+now - +em

® Then, taking into account that EM
signals propagate at constant velocity, c,
one could derive the radial distance on
our past-light cone corresponding to a
given cosmological redshift.
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® Measuring redshifts is then necessary to
study the galaxy distribution in three
dimensions
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Slit spectroscopy

Diffraction
Long, thin slit grating in the
spectrograph
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Opaque plate

The image of a celestial body is focused on the slit. The . . .
diverging beam then reaches a collimator (either a lens The dispersed light is
or a mirror - not shown -). This produces parallel light imaged on a detector
which is then dispersed by a diffraction grating. (typically a CCD)
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Slit spectroscopy

e Why using a slit? To keep out as much as
background light as possible

e How does the output look like? 2D spectrum

position position

wavelength
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A raw galaxy spectrum
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e This is the typical output of a spectrograph mounted on a
telescope.

e Can you identify the origin of the different features?
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Answer

1. Emission lines from the observed galaxy (note that the
galaxy is rotating)

2. Emission lines from the Earth’s night sky

3. Continuum from the observed galaxy

5. Cosmic rays

6. Continuum from a nearby star
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Spectrum of a galaxy with a faint
continuum

1D spectrum 2D spectrum
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Quality flags
an example from the zCOSMOS survey

| Confidence Class | Description | Spectroscopic verification | ZEBRA photo-z consistency within Az=0.1(1+2)
[Class 4 |Very secure redshift >99.5% 97%
[Class 3 |Secure redshift >99.5% 97%
[Class 9 [One line either Ha or [OIT] 3727 (best guess)  (95% 90%
[Class 8 |[Unidentifed one line (best guess) | |
[Class 2 [Probable redshift 192% 93%
[Class 1 [Insecure redshift [70% [72%
| SCemntidence spectroscopic/photometric consistency
class
|.5 |Spcctroscopic redshift consistent within 0.1(1+2z) of the photometric redshift
|.4 |No photometric redshift available, includes all spectroscopic AGN and stars
| 3 Special case for Class 9: Consistent with photo-z only after the redshift changed to the alternate redshift,
' a switch which is then applied
|.1 |Spcctroscopic and photometric redshifts are not consistent at the level of 0.1(1+z)
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Slitless spec’rroscopy
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It is possible to take spectra of all objects in the field of view that are brighter
than a given threshold level (determined by the background)

This is done using a dispersion element directly in combination with a ftelescope

The disadvantage is that the background is high and that in crowded fields many
spectra will overlap

Filters are often used to isolate the spectral region of interest and reduce
crowding and sky background intensity
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Early redshift surveys: revealing the LSS

e Taking spectra of faint galaxies needs large
telescopes and long integration times!

e The first redshift surveys were completed in
the 1980s and 1990s (e.g. CfA, IRAS, Las
Campanas)

e They measured 103 to 10* galaxy redshifts.
Demonstrated the existence of LSS but not
good enough for statistics

e No astronomer would have predicted the D |
complexity of the galaxy distribution that cus s o st

was revealed! cme < 188

Huchra, Davis, Geller et al. 1982-1998

C. Porciani Observational Cosmology ITI-18



Measuring galaxy redshifts

® Measuring galaxy redshifts in the optical band is not easy

e Using a telescope of diameter 1.5m (the standard in the 1970s), it
takes nearly 5 minutes of integration time to measure the redshift
of a bright emission line galaxy (from HII regions). Nearly 20% of
the local galaxy population presents such strong emission features.

e For most galaxies, redshifts must be determined from absorption
lines (from the integrated contribution of stellar atmospheres). This
requires measuring the continuum and needs 15-60 minutes of
integration on a 1.5m telescope

e 1In 1972 (=60 years after the discovery of redshifts) there were only
~1000 galaxy redshifts known (mostly in galaxy clusters)

C. Porciani Observational Cosmology ITI-19



John Huchra (1948-2010)

e "The universe is what
it is, and we are trying
to find out what it is”

® "The explorers of the
new world weren’t
trying to prove
theories, they were
looking at what was
out there”

e "I could make

telescopes sit up and
take data”
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Mapmaker, Mapmaker Make Me a Map

John P. Huchra

(Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics)

I love being on mountaintops. Next best thing to being in space. I guess I also love
counting things, whether the things are 4000 footers in New England, cards in games of
chance, or galaxies on my observing list. There in, of course, lies the tale.

It all started because I was a little kid much more interested in reading than in sports.
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Multi-object spectroscopy

e Single-slit spectroscopy does
not make full use of the
imaging capability of a
telescope: several objects are
imaged but only one is used

e Multi-slit and Fibre-fed
spectrographs solve this
problem.

e In the latter case, a set of
optical fibers are positioned in
the focal plane of the
telescope so that each is
illuminated by a target object.
The fibers are then connected
to a series of position in the
spectrograph
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Multi-object spectra

2dF 400 fibres 27/9/1997
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Massive redshift surveys

= Multifibre technology, digitalization
and multiobject spectrographs now
allow us to measure redshift of
millions of galaxies on a time scale

of a few years.

180

= Recently completed or ongoing
surveys: (local) 2dF, SDSS, 6dF

(high-z) VVDS, DEEP2, zZCOSMOS
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The Sloan Digital Sky Survey

Over eight years of operation (SDSS I, 2000-2005; SDSS 1I,
2005-2008; SDSS III, 2008-2014)

It used a dedicated 2.5m telescope at Apache Point
Observatory (New Mexico) equipped with 2 special purpose
instruments: a 120 Mpixel camera imaging 1.5 sq. deg. of the
sky at a time (8 times the area of the full moon); a pair of
spectrographs fed by optical fibers (640 objects per pointing)

It obtained deep multi-color images (u,g,r,i,z) covering more
than a quarter of the sky (8,400 square degrees)

Created 3D maps containing more than 930,000 galaxies and
more than 120,000 quasars (in 5,700 square degrees)
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The SDSS telescope and
iInstruments
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Groundbreaking technology

&
k
‘hoto: U. Montan

Charles Kuen Kao Willard S. Boyle George E. Smith

The Nobel Prize in Physics 2009 was divided, one half awarded to Charles Kuen
Kao “for groundbreaking achievements concerning the transmission of light in
fibers for optical communication”,the other half jointly to Willard S. Boyle and
George E. Smith “for the invention of an imaging semiconductor circuit - the CCD
sensor”.

‘ho

"ho
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SDSS filter transmission curves
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The Sloan Digital Sky Survey
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Photometric redshifts
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Galaxy spectra

A NGC 4880 1
E4 f ]
| A 1
- AN dw«/v# 1N, et 417
l V'\m / v .
S |
\ |
é 0.6 f’#{“"‘( ]
| ]
04 ﬁ Jt I‘I\ 4
¥
AL
!
° 40‘00 45‘00 65000 5600 60‘00 05‘00 70‘00
: e
3 Se -
25 [ E
E :j
16 [ _j
2 P m’,ﬁ#mfyw ""‘l/"ﬂ A, J _’h« . _
| Il r
0s [ 3
(3| L PR AR AR A LA P A A

4500 5000 5600

Wavelength (A)

C. Porciani

S NGC'2775 1
1+ ¢ ‘JQ'NI*M{',M]F‘» ﬂﬁt\'\ 4 4 A" —
! M'\" i, |P’ 'Vb‘M ™, \ -
\r‘ AN ﬁ‘l‘l ' Y pe
08 l n" ' y
;’M‘l ]
08 | l .
J ” 1
) ‘
02
0 . ) . .
4000 4500 5000 5500 6000 6500 7000
S —
[ NGC 4449 ]
12 r Sm/Im 3
10
8
6
? » »ﬂm"ﬂ"\LMi e L_l_ E
O TTTmoo 400 5000 5500 . 6000  es00 7000
Wavelength (A

Observational Cosmology

Galaxies show a
variety of optical
spectra which can be
classified based on:

e strength of blue
continuum

* composite stellar
absorption features

e strength of nebular
emission lines

Templates of the
different classes can
be easily built
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Photometric redshifts
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Cheap estimate (in terms of
observational time) of galaxy
redshifts using multi-color, broad-
band photometry instead of
spectroscopy

It simply chooses the best-fitting
redshifted spectrum out of a
library of templates (either
observationally or theoretically
motivated)

Rather than observing narrow
spectral features of galaxy
spectra (such as emission lines)
this technique concentrate on
broad features (such as spectral
breaks) and the overall shape of a
spectrum
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Photomeftric

Reading catalog, filters,
templates

Calibrating photometry

Building interpolated templates

Computing spectral flux
densities

Novel Automatic
template correction

Correcting for
intergalactic absorption

Maximum Likelihood estimate

Best fit redshifts and
template types
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2D-Bayesian estimate

Prior and posterior

LR

Observational Cosmology
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Characteristics of a galaxy survey

e Photometric (how many bands?) vs spectroscopic (What's the
redshift completeness? What’s the success rate?)

e All redshift surveys start from an parent (input) catalog. How
are targets selected? Magnitude limited (in what band?) vs
volume limited vs (pre) color selected

e How many square degrees? Down to what redshift? (wide vs
deep) What geometry? (pencil beam vs wide angle)

e Before computing any statistic compute (or download) the
selection function (density of galaxies as a function of
redshift) and the completeness map (what fraction of objects
are included in the survey as a function of position and

redshift?). Otherwise you will fail miserably!
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Science with galaxy surveys
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What can you measure?

e Luminosity function and number densities
e Group and cluster catalogs (FoF, Voronoi, BCG)

e The density field
e Reconstruct the linear density field (time machine)

e Counts in cells

® Measure 2-point, 3-point correlation function

® Measure power spectrum, bispectrum

e Topological invariants: Minkowski functionals (mean
genus, void probability function)
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